Lesson 32 - Perek 22 - Concern for Animals

Background:
We have seen that there are a number of laws in the Mishpatim section showing concern
for the poor. There are also a few laws which have in common a concern for animals.

Activity:
1. Read 22:6-7. Discuss possible reasons for this law. Students should be able to come up
with the two basic possibilities: either to prevent cruelty to animals or to train ourselves
not to act cruelly. In the second possibility we are not concerned about the animal’s
feelings but rather afraid that if we treat animals that way we will come to treat humans
badly as well. Now read sources in source sheet and show how these two possibilities are
a point of disagreement between Rambam and Ramban.

Sending Away the Mother Bird

Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed I11:48

Since the desire of procuring food necessitates the killing of animals, the Torah|
commands that this should be done as painlessly as possible. It is not allowed to torment
the animal the animal by slitting the throat in a clumsy manner, by stabbing or by cutting
of a limb while the animal is alive. It is also prohibited to kill an animal with its young on
the same day to prevent people from killing the two together in such a manner that thef|
young is slain in the sight of the mother for the suffering of animals under such
circumstances is very great...and does not differ from that of man since a mother’s love
and tenderness for her child is not consequent upon reason, but upon the activity of the
imaginative faculty, which is found in most animals just as it is found in man. In most
cases this will lead to people leaving everything alone, for what may be taken is in most
cases not fit to be eaten. If the law takes into consideration these pains of the soul in the
case of beasts and birds, what will be the case with regards to the individuals of the
human species as a whole?

Nachmanides on Debarim 22:6-7
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This Mitzvah is also explained based on the law “Do not slaughter an animal and its child
on the same day” (Lev 22:28). The reason for both is so that we don’t develop a cruel
heart to the point that we don’t have mercy. Alternatively, the verse does not allow us to
slaughter and uproot the species even if it allows slaughter of part of the species. The one|
who kills the mother and the child on the same day or takes them together is similar to
making the species extinct...
The Almighty’s does not pity the animal to the point that we are prevented form using
them for our needs. Otherwise He would have forbidden us their slaughter. the reason
however for the prohibition is to teach us compassion and the avoidance of cruelty.
Butchers and slaughterers become hardened to suffering by their occupation...These
precepts of not slaughtering the mother and young on the same day and sending away the
imother are not inspired by feelings of consideration for their suffering but are decrees to
inculcate humanity in us.
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2. Read 22:10

What is the reason for this law?

Rambam says this law is a fence around the general law of Kilaim — if one is allowed to
make the animals plow together then the farmer will come to mate them. Sefer Hinuch
argues that the reason for this law is 0°°17 *2¥2 7Y% explaining that animals like to be with
their own species. Ibn Ezra explains that this law is to protect the animals since an ox is
stronger than a donkey and if they are forced to work together the donkey will become
exhausted or stumble.
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3. Read 22:4

What is the reason for this law?

When the animal’s load falls over it takes two people to put it back in place without
having to repack everything from scratch. This law helps the owner as well as the animal
which will have trouble lifting an unbalanced load.

4. Read 25:4

What is the reason for this law?

This law prohibits a farmer from muzzling an ox while it is working. A farmer is likely to
do so in order to prevent the ox from wasting time or from eating from the grain. But this
law teaches that the animal should be allowed to eat from what it produces.

Additional Discussion:

We see a few examples of the Torah’s concern for animals. Hazal generalized these laws
into the law of o>°n *%va 9yx. Living in an urban society, we don’t have regular contact
with animals. However, there are many things we do that can have an effect on animlas.
For example, have a discussion about what veal is and whether it falls under the
prohibition of o»r *%va 7wx. For facts about veal farming visit www.noveal.org.
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