Lesson 27 — Perek 16:1-17 — Holidays

Activity:

1. Skim the Perek until pasuk 17 and break down its structure.
I 1-8 Pesah I

9-12 Shavuot
13-22 Sukkot

Notice that there is a parasha break between each commandment. Between Pesah and
Shavuot there is only a sefumah (indent) which is less of a break than the petuchah (new
line) between Shavuot and Sukkot. Can you explain why?

Because Pesah and Shavuot are more closely connected with each other. Shavuot does
not have its own date but is rather dependent on the date of Pesah. Both holidays
celebrate the spring grain harvest: Pesah being right before it and Shavuot right after.
Sukkot is a completely separate holiday celebrating the time when the new grain is stored
away for the winter.

2. Now go back and read it carefully. Look for any phrases familiar to you from previous
Perakim.

This handout highlights all the phrases that are repeated in this section and also appear in
previous chapters.

Phrases Connecting Debarim 16 to Previous Perakim
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Color Key for themes: Centralization, Helping Needy, _
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The theme of centralized sacrifices (yellow) runs from Perek 12 until here. Any law that
involves sacrifices is effected by the centralization of the Bet HaMikdash and therefore
all of these laws, including the pilgrimage holidays, must be reviewed with this in mind.
The theme of sharing with one’s family members, slaves, and the poor (green) also runs
from Perek 14 and continues into the upcoming Mishpatim section. Together with the
ethical duty to help the less fortunate comes a promise of blessing (purple) to encourage
the landowner to be generous.

3. a. Can you explain why Moshe decides to talk about the holidays at this point in his
speech? What does it connect to?

b. If everything in the second speech connects to one of the ten commandments, which
commandment is most closely associated with the holidays?

a. This section continues to elaborate on the ramifications of having only one centralized
Bet HaMikdash. It also continues the themes of helping the needy from the previous
chapters.

b. The celebration of special times is connected to the fourth commandment of Shabbat.
The connection between Shabbat and the holidays is explicit in Vayikra 23. Also,
holidays share with Shabbat the symbolic number seven: Pesah is seven days long
(pesukim 4, 8), Shavuot is 7 x 7 days later (pasuk 9), Sukkot is seven days (pesukim 13,
15). This elaboration of the fourth commandment concludes the Hukim section.
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