Lesson 19 — ynw Compared With ynw nx arni

Objective: For students to realize how the ¥nw oX °m paragraph repeats and expands the
naaxY paragraph. It also adds statements about reward and punishment because it
concludes a section.

Activity:
A. Hand out this chart for students to fill-in. Let them work in pairs so that one student
can look at Debarim 6 while the other looks at Debarim 11.

naaX1 Compared With ¥aw ox 7°m

Directions:

1. Open your Tanakh to Devarim 6:5-9, the n2nX1 paragraph. Try to find words and ideas
that are similar to the 7™ paragraph in the middle column below. Copy each pasuk from
Devarim 6 into the box on the right-hand column which best parallels the phrases in the
middle column. Leave a box blank if there is nothing similar.

2. Now underline words and phrases in the right and middle columns which are exactly
the same and circle words which are slightly different.

3. In the left column, describe how the middle column differs from the left-hand column.
What does n°m add, delete, and change?
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B. Go over answers, line by line:

13 - Pasuk 11 begins with a conditional statement, “if you listen to my
commandments...” This is connected with the introduction of reward and punishment
below.

722% and Tws1 are made plural. While the first paragraph was addressed to each
individual, the second paragraph repeats the same message to the nation as a whole. 932
77Rn is missing but instead another verb is added, 172v%. One intensifying word
substitutes another.

14-17 - The next four pesukim are all about reward for keeping the Mizvot and
punishment for not doing so. Notice that this is not individual reward but national reward
regarding rain in Israel. As mentioned in the previous lesson, the Mizvot section is
followed by a statement of Blessings and Curses. This last paragraph of the Mizvot
section already begins the idea of Blessings and Curses by introducing reward and
punishment for loyalty or disloyalty to Hashem.

18a - 0own1 %31 is added for emphasis. The verb annwn replaced 1™ as a more active and
intense verb which implies greater responsibility.

18b parallels 6:8 only making it plural.

19 — Who is the subject of the verb 7127? In 6:7 The father is speaking about them. In
11:19, the father is to teach them to his children so that they will speak about them. This
is a more intense level of teaching. This high level of teaching insures that the next
generation will in turn teach it to their children and so on. The Talmud capsulizes this
idea in the statement: ¥12 Y0797 Y251 5 NN 1272 1IN : XN MNP *oN (Berachot
13b).

20 — An exact repeat.

21 — A statement of reward, again at a national level.

C. Summarize the changes:

1. Plural is used instead of singular (11:13, 18). The opening paragraph addressed
each individual while the closing paragraph includes the nation as a whole. We
have to each individually recognize Hashem before becoming a nation of
believers.

2. Intensifications (11:13, 18, 19). Similar to a parallelism in Biblical poetry where
the second half of a sentence repeats and emphasizes the first, the closing
paragraph of the Mizvot section puts further emphasis on some aspects of the
opening paragraph’s message.

3. Introduces Reward and Punishment as a transition to next chapter. (11:14-17, 21).
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naaxY Compared With ynw aXk 3o

How p. 11 intensifies p. 6 N> D117 Y D27
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Parallels p. 8 but in plural.
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DAINHAT  instructs  the
father to speak about
Torah. The mm paragraph
pushes this obligation to the
child: “teach them to your
children so that they will
speak about them.” This
implies a more intense level
of teaching: teach so well
that they will know it on
their own.
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Reward added as above.
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