Lesson 9 — Perek 4 Pesukim 1-4 — 1oon X%

Background: Perek 4 concludes the first speech and includes many different topics
which Moshe repeats to Bnei Yisrael. While students should read through the whole
perek, there are a few important points worth spending more time on. This lesson and the
next two will elaborate on certain topics.

Objective: To discuss the various interpretations and reasons for the law that one must
not add anything to the Torah. This is an important basis for students’ understanding of
how halakha works. This discussion will hopefully be followed up in a halakha class.
This class is meant only to set up a theoretical framework to understand derabanan laws.
On the one hand Rabbis must make fences to protect the Torah. On the other hand they
must be careful not to make laws that are too burdensome that the masses won’t follow.
Rabbis must also make sure that people don’t take upon themselves harmful or idolatrous
laws in the name of Judaism (ex. amulets, charms, astrology).

Pasuk 1 — Moshe encourages Bnei Yisrael to follow the laws in order that they should
live and inherit the land. (Rav Kook explains that to live is not just physical living but
also means being spiritually alive. See Nehama Leibowitz, Vaethanan 1, p. 47.)

Pasuk 2 - Do not add...
What does this mean? It seems obvious that one should not remove any laws, but why
can’t one add laws?

Read source 1 in the source sheet handout. You can retell this Aggadah outside the text to
save time. This Midrash shows the dangers of adding laws to the Torah. The masses
might not follow all of the new laws and then they will come to transgress even the Torah
laws because they won’t know how to distinguish between the old and the new.

Yet, the Rabbis also teach n7nY » v wy. How were the Rabbis allowed to add fences
and gezerot to the Torah? Read Rambam Mamrim 2:9 (source 2 on the source sheet).

Pasuk 3 - In the last pasuk of pasuk 3, Moshe makes a point of saying that Bnei Yisrael
had settled "o n°2 9m X°x2. This is the place where the events of Bemidbar 25:1-9
occurred. In this pasuk Moshe again refers to the events at that place as an example of
what could happen if Bnei Yisrael don’t follow the laws. What is the relationship
between this pasuk and the previous one? What does not adding laws have to do with
idolatry? This semichut may teach us another danger in adding new laws. Someone might
add laws that are related to idolatry or are harmful in some other way. If one sticks to the
Torah laws then one is guaranteed to be safe. A proof for this connection is that Debarim
13:1 which repeats the prohibition against adding laws also follows laws against idolatry
(12:29-31).

Pasuk 4 emphasized that only those who did not sin at Pe’or are alive today. This repeats
the message of Pasuk 1 and closes this section.

30



DINN MIXN MIIN YN I2TD DY 190N XD
NHN WD NI
(2:7 P9 02T

190 NN N9 R PI9 N NNDI 193 92947 MAN .1

PN Y 9919 NS DTRN DY DN /T IN 9DIN NI YN PIATY PYURIN DTN NYYY 1D NN
ND (37972 TPURID) MDD NN NN THON DI D 10N YIRN KXY ¥ 210 NYTN NYDY 9ORN D1ON
ANN PN TIND WX YN 21901 1Y IIN TI KON 172P0 D7RY TITI MND 990 PUNIN O TR N3
1252 NNY SV YYIN YN 7PN NYY NNINA (773 BW) )ININN 19 12 WIHN XY NN 1DINN KD DNYN
NNY NNYY N2 NYIN AWM ToN MIN DN DYWIN) TON OTRN NN DPWIND D12 IR 29NN N
TIN N 12N ON NN X NN IINI 12 YN 1IN 172PN 1OY MN NININ NN DYDY ON 1Y DN
PN VIWIY TY IR PIINY P 1IN YN THY NYY NNIND YYIN YN DYy NN .INY
T2 N NN HIIN I NXIN TN YITRN DY MY NININ NN NIRRT OX 1Y N ... XIND
APY NONNN Y27 OITPAY DTN 9D NNYTI MIN NINN NN .NNHN DN ONY [1NHN]IIINRN NN N
DON)Y OTND TINN NYINY NDVI TN 27 NON NINNN PYNIN OTRY IRNP NN PRY 19D 0N
LDIPYD NIN MIND D) DINND YYD 1V 7D NYND NI ININIY

1V:12 799 D991 Mavn ©7a19 .2
NN YNOON PNNY Y YW 121 MNTY INDON TN ININD 12T NONIY NNID PT 1120 w1 HN0n|
NDY 1IN 12T DY POINT XOY 0NN YN KDY PHY POIN XD NN NPV DY IND DYV 299
TN ,N9 HYAY NN P2 ANV NN PA DNNN IO NINY 9272 DYDY 12T0 MAPYY 100 WD
MY DI9ND) YWD 90N 2INON NTY YTHY IYINYN 291D NN 2DNA YT HYIAN KD 1NN 1IN >IN
P PT N2 NI ON,DNND I 29N AN NYD WA HIN 7PN WA P NN 1A P ,a0N3
NN P2 NOX NI TIN Y2 NINYW 99N NYN WA NON> ONXY LY 73 1IN 29N 7N WY
NI NINY DYDY W IMNX NONI NN 1NN D IMN NIV IWA DX OX DIX PO 1Y I
L, WI9N) XD OINYW NIMN PNN TI WIANI XOW 2910 1M1 IVN 1ININN NN 2T 19 N NOY
N 7199 29N2 TN YN TWA GX DD INN XN ,IYN 1O NIN NI NHDN2 WA GN I NN KDY
AN NOW 9NN DN NPRY YN 29N GX IDI0 INN NI 1NN NNV NN NIN ININI NOY NWIAON
D5 191 1NN MO NYIY NOX PO DT PR ,NY TW 19X 25N WA D MONI 79D 1IN NION
.2 NN

L09 Perek 4 - Adding Laws - Source Sheet.doc

Practical Application:

Many Jews have the custom of kaparot - to kill a chicken before yom kippur as
atonement. Rav Yosef Karo quotes a controversy about this custom. Most Rabbis endorse
the custom as a symbol of our atonement. However, Ramban prohibits it because it is

based on non-Jewish idolatrous practice:
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Ask the class to discuss what their family’s custom is and whether they think this custom
falls into the category of “do not add” laws that may be harmful.
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