Lesson 7 — Comparing X p1o to a-2 071
Objective: To show that 3-2 075 are parallel to X P79 and explain why.

Background:

Chapter 2 jumps from the first year to the thirty eight year. The following exercise will
show the students that the two sections open and close with similar phrases showing that
they are parallel to each other. Notice how Hashem’s command to the first generation to
leave Har Sinai is similar to His command to the second generation to leave Har Se’ir.
The second generation must reenact the actions of the first and go into the land after
staying in one place for a long time and receiving instruction. The revelation at Har Sinai
is therefore parallel to Moshe’s speech in Debarim. This will help explain the review of
the M"277 WY in the second speech. (In Sefer Yehoshua there are also many parallels
between the generations. Both see the sea split, undergo circumcision, perform the Pesah
sacrifice, set up stones, and send spies.)

Activity: (1-2 periods)

Comparing Perek 1 to Perakim 2-3

The first speech of Sefer Debarim is made up of two parts: Perek 1 reviews the history of

the first generation in Year 1. Perakim 2-3 reviews the history of the second generation in

year 38. Compare the opening and closing words of these two sections.

Fill in the missing words and then compare the words in Perek & with those in Perek 2

and note the words that are similar and different. Try to explain why these

similarities/differences occur.
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God’s command to go
inherit the land uses the
same words in both
years.
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In year 2, Bne Yisrael
misjudges God’s
intentions. Moshe tells
them God’s true
intentions in year 38.
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War and its results
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Review Chart: Comparing Perek 1 with Perakim 2-3
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God’s command to leave
a mountain and travel to
Israel uses the same words
in years 2 and 38. Notice
that 91 in each case refers
to a different place.
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God’s command to go
inherit the land uses the
same words in both years.
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In year 2, Bne Yisrael
misjudges God’s
intentions. Moshe tells
them God’s true intentions
in year 38.
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In both years the Emori go
out to fight Israel. In year
2 the Emori crushed
Israel. In year 38 Israel
crushed them.
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Closing Words
In both cases they
remained at a certain
place after these battles. In
year 2, however, it is for
many years while in year
38 it is only for a short
time while they prepare to
enter the land.
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Further Reading:
Nehama Leibowitz, “Introduction,” quotes Hoffman on the comparison between chapters
and also other insights from Abarbanel and Rashi.
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