Lesson 4 - Structure of x 7o

Objective: Students should be able to find the structure of X P35. They should realize that
Moshe gives a historical review of BneiYisrael’s travels but inserts two digressions into
important events that occurred during those travels.

Activity: (1 period)
Worksheet:
1. What does Hashem command Bne Yisrael to do in p. 6-8?

2. Scan the perek to see where this command is fulfilled. Which part of the
commandment is fulfilled?

3. Which sections don’t fit into the story of the travels?

4. What do those sections talk about?
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Hashem commands Bnei Yisrael to (1) leave Horeb and go to Har Haemori which refers
to the southern border of Israel at ¥172 w7p (this is indicated in pasuk 19-20), and (2) to
continue into the land and inherit all of it. Pasuk 7 is important for understanding the
geography of Israel. It lists from East to West all of the major regions: 727V is the Jordan
valley, 712 is the central mountain range, 725w is the lowlands, 23121 is the south, 7172
o' is the Mediterranean coast. Before Bnei Yisrael can fulfill the commandment,
however, Moshe must appoint judges in order to properly lead the people since their
population has grown since year 2. Once that is accomplished, they fulfill the first part of
the commandment (pesukim 19-20). Before completing the commandment, however,
they send spies, become afraid to continue, and are punished. Pasuk 46 ends the chapter
by stating that they had to remain at ¥172 w7p and that generation was never able to fulfill
the complete commandment. The next two lessons will deal with the two digressions in
X P79,
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Structure of X P9.
Command to travel from Sinai to Israel -

Appointing Judges m-u

Partial fulfillment of command in p 6-8. Arrive at Kadesh Barnea. v
Further command to go inherit the land ~ X3-2

Spies mn-23

Remain in Kadesh Barnea and never completely fulfill the commandment m
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1. Command to leave from Sinai and travel to Har ha-Emori at southern border of Israel,
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2. and to continue to inherit all of the land
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1. Fulfillment of first part of command
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2. Failure to fulfill second part of command
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