Lesson 2 — Introduction to Sefer Debarim as a Collection of Speeches

Objective: To introduce Sefer Debarim as a collection of Moshe’s speeches given in year
40. By tracing the third person references to Moshe throughout Sefer Debarim, we will
see that that the Sefer is made up of a series of speeches.

Activities: (1 period)

Ask class to skim through the Sefer and name every time Moshe’s name in written from

Perek 1 to Perek 27. (This can also be prepared for homework. See L02a Introduction -

Homework Preparation.doc.) Write the occurrences on the board. You may need to give
~ them hints to skip certain perakim. This should be the result:

KR
a1, 7,70, R0 T

Next, group the occurrences that occur in the same paragraph together. Read these two
paragraphs and show how each paragraph in which Moshe’s name is mentioned
introduces a speech. Naturally, Moshe never mentions his own name within his speech.
Now the class is ready to see the broad structure of the Sefer:

Introduction to Moshe’s first speech — 7-X:X
Moshe’s First Speech - 2:7-1:X

? - an-Rn0:T

Introduction to Moshe’s Second Speech — X:i3-71:7
Moshe’s Second Speech — v°:13-R:77

From the length of the two speeches one can see that the second speech is the main one
and contains the essential messages of Sefer Debarim. Do not discuss an-8n:7 at this point
since it stands out from the structure. In the coming lessons, we will look for the internal
structure of each speech. In case the class in curious about the rest of the Sefer you can
give them a preview:

Berit Renewal Ceremony — 27-15
Moshe’s Death — 72-32

Additional Option A (1 period)
Read Ramban’s introduction to Sefer Debarim.

Additional Option B (1 period)

If you were Moshe’s speech writer and had to write an introduction to the review of the
laws what would you write? Remember that this is a new generation in the fortieth year
who were not present at Har Sinai.

Look through the first 5 chapters and pick out what you think is the primary point.
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Structure of Sefer Debarim
Introduction to Moshe’s first speech — 7-X:X
Moshe’s First Speech - n:7-1:X

? - an-RaT
Introduction to Moshe’s Second Speech — R:7-71:7
Moshe’s Second Speech — V:13-R:1T

Berit Renewal Ceremony — 27-12
Moshe’s Death — 79-37
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Introduction to Moshe’s First Speech -R:X

12:7-1:N
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The Historical Speech

Fugitive Cities - 09pn "y — 3n-8n:7

Introduction to Moshe’s Second Speech — X:73-71:7
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The Mitzvot Speech
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Berit Renewal Ceremony

Moshe’s Death — 79-3%
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